58	AMEKICAIST HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION".
s
that of "Amicus Curiac" Col. Young, having confined himself principally to the Classification Bill, I took up the subject of the Chancellor's objections to the Bill to encourage Privateering, over the signature of "Amicus Juris consultus." Finding that he had involved himself in a controversy uncongenial with his amiable and generally pacific disposition, the Chancellor retired with a Card, indicative of a sense of discomfiture. This was replied to by Amieus Juris Consultus, in the same form, and the discussion was closed.
The Chancellor's second and last number in reply to Juris Con-sultus appeared on the 28th of November 1814, and concluded with the following sentence;—"The public attention appears now to be properly awakened to the all important merits of our Conscription Polic3>-. I am a, great friend to the freedom and utility of public discussion," and I have no doubt it will be found now, as it has in all former times, that a free press is the great guardian of civil Liberty. So fully do I believe in its efficiency that if the Consti-tuition was subverted and tyranny seated on the throne, surrounded by her sycophants, her parasites, her informers, her guards, her assassins and her executioners, a free press would restore the one and overturn the other."
The first number of Amicus Juris Gonsultus appeared on the next day, and the Chancellors card (which Avill be found with it), on the second clay following.
I have deemed the portion of these papers in my possession worthy of preservation, and they accompany this Memoir,1 not on account of their merits, l^ut from higher considerations. The spirit with which the publick mind influenced and supported the legislation referred to, when regarded in connection with the actual position and pretensions of the enemy, afford, I cannot but think, a most gratifying exhibition of the character of our People under circumstances more trying than any to which our Country has been exposed since the War of the Involution. The sacking of Washington—that wanton act of barbarity—and the temporary dispersion of the Government, have already bee^i spoken of. These had been followed up by a formal announcement to the President by the British naval Commander on our coast upon pretences of the most unfounded character, that he intended to employ the forces under his direction " in destroying and laying waste such towns and districts on our coast as might be found assailable."2 By despatches received from our Ministers at Ghent (during the brief Extra-session at which these laws were passed, and this objection interposed) it appears that the demands of the Enemy were as follows:
1 In tho Van Huron Papers under dates of Nov.  and Doc. 1814.
• Coehrane to Monroe, August IS, 1814—before the sacking of Washington.—W. C. P.

